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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
..J^sh^pn,^.q. i 20231 ^ 

Dear Sir: 


RECEIVED 
TG ivoO 


Prior to the examination of the above-identified patent application, please enter the 
following amendments and consider the following remarks. 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please insert a new paragraph before the first paragraph, which is entitled BACKGROUND 
OF INVENTION: 


-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/400,806, filed 
September 22, 1999, now allowed, which is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/352,897, filed on July 13, 1999, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 
08/988,155 filed on December 10, 1997, now abandoned.- 


